
EDSP 702
SELECTED TOPICS IN SCHOOL/APPLIED CHILD PSYCHOLOGY 2

SHAW



Purpose of this Course

 To convert evidence-based practice from a catchphrase to a reality.

 To improve the utility, credibility, robustness, transparency, resource 

efficiency, and context matching of research.

 To understand concepts and application of implementation.

 To develop skills in program evaluation.

 Making the scientist-practitioner training model a reality.



Goal

This course is designed to be where 

research methods, theory, evidence-

based practice, clinical service 

delivery, and program evaluation 

meet.



Major Components

1. evidence-based practices — the first third of the class will be spent defining evidence-based 

practices and discussing how evidence-based practice is integrated into the work of a school 

psychologist.

2. implementation science — the middle of the course is focused on how one translates evidence-based 

practice into action at a small and large scale.

3. evaluation of clinical outcomes — the final third of the course will focus on the methodology of 

evaluating programs to determine the effectiveness of interventions in specific contexts.



Class Meeting Format

 This is an experimental course with information that is new and represents 

a different way of thinking in research and school psychology. So this is a 

great place to be creative.

 I will lecture for 50 minutes

 We will have a discussion about the readings. Prepare your questions in 

advance.

 We will discuss the process and problems in your content collection.



Assignments

 Weekly questions

 Implementation analysis

 Content collection



Content Collection

 Purpose

 The goal is to create a resource for each of you to use when you are in clinical 

practice.

 An alternative to Google and Pinterest when developing interventions at the 

end of psychological reports.

 The goal is to be evidence-based and for each of you to develop expertise in a 

given clinical domain.



Content Collection

 Each of you will curate eight evidence-based interventions in a specific 

domain and analyse each of the evidence-based interventions using the 

matrix of analysis.

 In two weeks we will discuss specific domains for each of you. The domain 

should be something that is helpful to your colleagues, there is a 

substantial amount of intervention research, and is an area of clinical 

interest for you.

 Examples include overactivity, adolescent group therapy, reading 

comprehension, school to employment transition, mathematics fluency, 

written language expertise, depressive treatments, social skills, emotional 

regulation, and many many others



Content Collection

 This way we will have as many different domains as there are students in 

the class and eight different evidence-based practices that have been 

analysed with the matrix of analysis

 At the end of the course, we put this together so that you have over 80 

different evidence-based practices for you to use in your practice.

 Everyone will also the framework upon which to evaluate evidence-

based practice for future reference.



Content collection

 We will be using Google Docs with a form created to fill out information 

about each paper on a specific topic.

 That form will be used to drop all information into a spreadsheet.

 This is an experiment to test the feasibility of creating a searchable 

database to a line evidence-based practices with needs and contacts.

 More to come when we get into the details of this assignment.



Evidence-based practices

 Definition

 conscientious, explicit and judicious use of the best available research 
evidence to inform each stage of clinical decision-making and service 
delivery

 Requirements

 Strong research foundation

 Alignment with needs

 Effective implementation



Evidence-based practices

 Fit within a problem-solving model

 Catchphrase

 Is this practical?

 Is this productive?

 What is the nature of evidence?



Elements of EBP

1. Foundational research

2. Selection and evaluation of research

3. Implementation

4. Evaluation

5. Improvement and reiteration



Problems

 Underpants Gnomes

 Based on a true story

 Open science

 Wishful thinking

 Coercion



Alternatives to EBP

 Tradition

 Experience

 Trends and fads

 Strong feelings

 Just do something. Anything.

 Winging it

 Unintended effects

 Practice-based evidence



Ioannidis paper

 What qualifies as evidence?

 Power

 Corollaries

 Proof of concept



Corollaries

 Corollary 1: The smaller the studies conducted in a scientific field, the less 

likely the research findings are to be true.

 Corollary 2: The smaller the effect sizes in a scientific field, the less likely 

the research findings are to be true.

 Corollary 3: The greater the number and the lesser the selection of tested 

relationships in a scientific field, the less likely the research findings are to 

be true.



Corollaries

 Corollary 4: The greater the flexibility in designs, definitions, outcomes, and 

analytical modes in a scientific field, the less likely the research findings 

are to be true.

 Corollary 5: The greater the financial and other interests and prejudices in 

a scientific field, the less likely the research findings are to be true.

 Corollary 6: The hotter a scientific field (with more scientific teams 

involved), the less likely the research findings are to be true.



Next Week

 General discussion of research foundation

 New concepts in clinical research


